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Immunized Babies are Stronger Babies 

City of Milwaukee Health Department launches aggressive campaign to 
increase early childhood vaccination rates  

 
With rates of completion for the childhood immunization series among City of Milwaukee two year-olds 
at less than 50%, the Milwaukee Health Department has partnered with Serve Marketing to launch an 
aggressive advertising campaign aimed at building awareness of the need to prevent childhood illnesses 
by immunizing children beginning at 0-24 months of age.  
 
“Immunized babies are stronger babies” uses the image 
embedded in this release as outdoor, print and online 
advertising aimed at increasing awareness of the benefits of 
starting babies 0-24 months on the full schedule of 
immunizations so that it can be completed by the time a 
child is six years old and entering school full time.  The 
advertising can be seen on buses, transit shelters and 
billboards throughout the city beginning this week. 
 
“There are three main challenges to immunization,” said 
Milwaukee Health Department Commissioner Bevan K. 
Baker.  “First is an understanding of the immunization 
schedule which is complex with 11 immunizations to cover 
15 diseases in the first six years.  The second challenge is 
concern about vaccine safety.  Lastly, there is an issue with 
healthcare access and vaccine availability.” 
 
The City’s rates are substantially lower then the estimated 
state and national rates for the series, which are 80% and 
77% respectively according to the 2008 National 
Immunization Series Survey.  There are a number of 
initiatives currently underway at the Department to increase 
immunization, including partnerships with area healthcare providers, Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS), 
childcare providers, Badgercare and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
 



 
 
The City of Milwaukee provides immunizations at no cost to residents at all of their walk-in clinics: 
Keenan Health Center, 3200 N.36th Street; Northwest Health Center, 7630 W. Mill Road; and Southside 
Health Center, 1639 S. 23rd Street.  The Milwaukee Health Department provides 25,000-30,000 
immunizations per year to approximately 10,000 clients. 
 

 
 
 


